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The is defiled the inhabitants thereof; because they have 
tranagressed, the laws, en the or ee broken the everlasting covenant.” 
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| THE OLD THEME. 


} direct opposition to himself, as he de- 
ing | clares: For not the hearers of the 
e- | law are just 74 5 God, but the doers 
of the law: I be justified” (Rom. ii, 
is idle, to quote this 
or the thousand other passages with 
the Scriptures teem, to these 
th | case-hardened P 3, and the 
must be beaten on their own gro 
for his writes: rips if any provide not 
own, ani for those 
ouse, he ek denied the 
ti and 91 worse than an infidel” 
No amount of super- 
can dodge this Pas- 


N one 1 2 n aste with tig that i is, you get what you 
which this Christi most desire for and for the 
country is bei of — importance you are to 
the ‘ecstatic rsistent assiduity—I had | 
I I'm 125 1 assinuity. The effect of 3 
noth t is a on of he | this Sbeology is to bring James into 
or the saved the nor 6g Ps “tnd to make Foal not only 
are t t’s:} co adiet James, but also write in 


that the Sav a: has done evel 
necessary to obtain salvation, the 
centive © works, but to make wo 
absolutely obnoxi ich and 
itself; chat is, if we admit che ! 
arated. It is also decla 
pla Amer . to rok 
20). and LO. 38 from 
I Lon ¢ 
work. Warner “His hearers | sage. Here is works pre-emmently 
hut ot the gronnd ‘of. pe Bhp OF gory, 
admitted, ‘but only ou the gronnd of | indispensable to salvation, for pot 
glory, m0t as à means of obtaiming | only does his faith depend upon his 
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works, and therefore his ‘salvation, 
but failing to perform this work he 
is numbered among those most un- 
fortunate ones who have denied the 
faith, and by that denial are infinitely 
worse than infidels. This passage also 
implies a continuous labor, and is not 
stronger than the one which reads 
“He that endureth to the end, * 
same shall be saved.“ The result is, 
they are bound to make Paul — 
diet himself in order to hold up 
this passage, and I have never — 
them hesitating to do so. The conse- 
uence is, that attention is called to 
4: “Now to him that work- 
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it must be earned. 

Jesus is the great e We 
are told to have the same mind in us 
that He had, and He th t it not 
robbery to be equal with We 
are told to be perfect, as our Father 
in heaven is perfect, and it would 

seem to a reasonable person that we 
would be fairl — in the 


Savior. Did He rob God o 
when “he learned carnod obodianse byt 


things which he suffered? 
when He declared that He had 


detracting from God’s glory wer 
ed the works His Father gave Hin to 


m. iv, 4 do? (John — If by 
eth is the reward not reckoned of | will, which H 
grace, but of debt,” Any candid per- pose on the D er 15 
son * this chapter must be con- glorifying the name of the Father on 
vinced that the works Paul refers to | earth (see whole of John xvii), ‘would 
was that embraced under the law of | we be detracting from the of 
circumcision. Abraham’s faith was the Savior by proving o ves be- 


accounted for righteousness without 
the work of circumcision, but can any 
sane person assume that Abraham 
had no works before he was justified? 
Certainly not. He could not live 


without works, and those works were | 
or 


the tangible evidence of his faith, 
that quality which, though unseen, 
prompts to action. But there was 
nothing of grace in the law of cir- 
cumcision, it being a covenant be- 
tween Abraham and his seed and God. 
Abraham was therefore under moral 
bonds to pay this debt and to keep 
his part of the covenant. Conse. 
e it was and is still a work of 

bt and not of grace, This is the 
only pose 

n the passage, and in upon 
all others where Paul refers to W . 
same subject, without making h 
guilty of the grossest 
and thereby destroying the validity, 
7 eae and sanctity of his writings. 
In the 8th chap. of 20th verse, 
Peter says to Simon 1 sorcerer: 
mone with thee, because 
that thou hast N the gift of 

1 may be with money.“ 

Now this gift we fe understand is with- 
out price, yet this same Peter who 
told the sorcerer that the gift of God 
could not be bonght, was 
of ble t code 


4 cannot be 
| it can an be deserved, and to de deserved 


lievers — — an 
willing periorm work He 
appointed for us, and tread the path 
trodden by Him— the path 
of du 
‘There is a passage of Scripture the 
howlers of faith and decryers of works 
cannot overcome, and that 1 
Jesus own words: Verily? 
say unto vou, Except eat the 
the rag of 
e have fe ein 
vi, 53). " How about the iin on" 
— and instantaneous. to 
everlasting life in the face of this 
ere is not a believer 
world: over that does not 
passage and the 
ment in consequen a man ma 
profess to believe 
im the im, he can 
never have life un vartaioes of 0 
the Lord's Supper in remembrance of 


en, is Works, and those 
who most of 
works destroy themsel 
belief by so working, sae 
chapter Jesus also declares: “ Verily 
say unto vou, he 
lieve hath’ fe. 
And. unless the Son of God coutra 
dicts Himself, the man who do 
work is not 
verily, I say 
lieveth on me, 
shall he do ‘al 
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unto my Father.” And the works lightened will permit itself to be led 
that Jesus did were just what the by the nose, and so trample its reason 
God of Heaven required of Him, and in the filth of profession, as to accept 
he that is a genuine believer will also | these degrading theories in preference 

est and rmer|to the manly and heaven- inspiring 
i bs hands. | theory of faith with works, which is 
I do not read that men ars to be so clearly taught that a wayfaring 
judged by their faith or belief, but man, though a fool, might be con- 
always by their works; and as the vinced. 1 
unbeliever is already condenined he It is an undisputed fact that what- 
is n judged, and as he is ever exists has an effect. Now, if 
judged only by his works, then belief | faith is an existing substance, or emo- 
and works mean the same thing, and | tion, of anything like the far-reaching 


in a broad and liberal sense are inter- | power attributed to it, it must have 


changeable terms. | 7 an effect, and that effect must be tan- 
One further point. Among Pro- gible or visible. Itself invisible, its 
testant churches of an organized char- | effect must nevertheless be visible, 
acter, to partake of the Sacrament, as | and where there is no effect, we have 
I understand it, one must be a com- | a right to assume there is no cause or 
municant, and to be a communicant | faith. Hence it is James says: Even 
you must be a contributor. Here it | so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, 
comes back to the one old thing — not exist) being alone.” There- 
money. They will howl you deaf fore works are the effect, the evidence, 
with clap-trap about belief only saving the fruit of faith, and the sooner men 
—that works condemn; but if you do | overcome these doctrines of frothy 
not give means to their support, you 893 and begin to worship 
are not in the church, and are conse- | f 
queer not members of the body of | commanded, and to love Him with 
hrist, and you must necessarily be all their mind, there may be some 
hopelessly lost. They do not believe | evidences of genuine faith, and their 
their.own doctrine. If we have no- light may shine in the world, so that 
thing to do; if to attempt to do any- | others may be led to glorify God. 
thing is to show a lack of faith in | These people say they are preparing 
Christ's finished work, why insist on, | for the Savior’s coming by convertin 
why even accept contributions? Is the world. It would seem as though 
powerless to do His works with- they are already pre . Jesus 
out these helps? A madman could | says: Nevertheless when the Son of 
see the glaring inconsistency — the | man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
very idiocy—of such debasing and earth!“ (Luke xviii, 8). Very little, 
damning theories; and it is astonish- | at the present rate. ae 
so professedly en- 5 


t 


ing that a w 


THE BOOK OF MORMON, AND THE END OF THE WORLD. 
By L. r. Mo. 
FROM PAGE 240 
0 mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established —Matt. 
by cach momar may | suthorsd of Cod, 
know, for‘ himself whether he has been | ming the responsibility of his own 


a 


baptized correctly or not, be the form | choice. | 17 
immertion, eng, or spriukling; «In Acts xix, 1—7, we have the fol- 


* 


and, further, by which we may also lowing interesting account of a 
be enabled for ourselves tism: “ And it caine to pass, that, 


in spirit and in ¢ruth, as they are 


* 
* 
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while Apollos at Corinth, Paul 


coasts came to Ephesus: and finding 
certain disciples, he said unto them, 
Have ye received the a Ghost 
since. ye believed? And they said 
unto We have not so much as 
heard whether there be any Holy. 
Ghost. And he said unto them, Unto 
what then were ye baptized? And 
they said, Unto John’s baptism. Then 
said Paul, John verily baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, saying 
unto the people, that they should be- 
lieve on him which should come after 
him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When 
they heard this, they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. And 
when Paul had laid his hands upon 
the Holy . came on 
and they s with tongues, and pro- 

: ied. d all the men were about, 
twelve,” Here we have an instance of 
twelve men having been baptized with 
the baptism of John, i. e. the very 
same form of baptism with which our 
Savior was baptized, yet it was of no 


benefit to them, and dad 3 
Store they 


baptized the second time 
could receive the e b 
“the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
Now this is the reverse of what 
transpired when Peter and John went 
to Samaria to confer the gift of the 
Holy Ghost upon those men and wo- 
men” baptized by Philip. Of this we 
read: “ Now when the apostles which 
were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria 
had received the word of God, they 
sent unto them Peter and John: who, 
when they were come down, pray 
for them, that they might receive the 
Holy Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them: only they were 


lessing, 


baptized in the name of the Lord | 


Jesus.) Then laid they their hands 
on them, and they received the Holy 
Ghost” se viii, 14—17). In this 
case a rebaptism was not necessary as 
in the case of the twelve Ephesians, 
and hence: we read that the Apostles 
simply 5 for them and laid their 


Here erefore, two beau- 
tiful examples of true and false bap- 
tisms, plainly shov 


of the former, thongh by 
and hence precisely the 


as 


only to those who were thers: 
but to their childr 
those who were afar off, reaching down 


call to become members of His Church 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


baptized without authority. And 
further, while through the former the 
twelve Ephesians could not. receive 
the Holy Ghost till they were bap- 
tized correctly accurding. to the hea- 
venly pattern in every particular, in- 
cluding proper legitimate authority 
from God, the latter received the 
Holy Ghost immediately after the 
duly authorised servants ef God 
placed their hands upon them, bles- 
sing them with this gift. '. Indeed, 
wherever we read of a correct. bap- 
tism in the Scri 22 find that it 
was followed by the bestowal of this 
gilt, as the following incidents will 
In the case of our Savior, we: read: 
“And Jesus, when he was baptized, 
went up struightway out of the water: 
and, lo, the heavens were opened unto 
him, and he.saw the spirit of God de- 
ascending like a dove, and lighting 
upon him: and lo a voice: from hea- 
ven, saying, This is my beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased. When 
the people on the of Pentecos 
exclaimed, ‘“ Men and brethren what 
shall we do?” we are told that Peter 
said, “ every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of your sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For the promise is unto you 
and to your children, and to all that are 
afar oll. even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call.“ This — 
the n the gift of the Holy 
Ghost after — agrees precisely 
with what transpired when our Savior 
was baptized, and also with the ex- 
perience of the twelve Ephesians after 
they were correctly baptized, as well 
as the Samarians upon whom Peter 
and John conferred the Holy Ghost 
after they had received the same ordi- 
dance. And further, the statement 


‘that Peter made, “this promise is 


unto you, and to your children, and 
to all that are afar off, even as many 

the Lord our God shall call, shows 
that the promise of this gift was‘tiot 


to our days, or as many as 


rem 
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host, shows shat it was only prom. 


G | 
tiem, with the latter limited again 
enly pattern as shown. 


by the heaver rn as shown. 
By this, however, we do not claim 
that this is the: only condition 
which the Holy Ghost is given, but 
simply that it is an evidence that the 
act is. n unto our Father in 
heaven, and that He acknowledge 
it by the bestowal of this gift, che 
same as He acknowledged the conver- 
sion of Cornelius and his family as 
acceptable unto Him by the bestowal 
of this same gift as a proof to Peter 


and his companions that the call was 
of God, and that they might not ob- 


ject to receiving them into the fold 
of Christ, through the door of bap- 


Here then 2 have a grand key; 
baptism as we have proven in a previ- 
ous number, was establi for the 
salvation of the human family by 
the highest authority in heaven, the 
Father and the Son, il the act is per- 
formed correctly, d e. in accordance 
with the pattern set in the baptism 
of our Savior ; our Father in heaven 
acknowledges it by bestowing upon 
the subject the third great witness in 
heaven, the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
which testifies of the Father and the 
Son, leads him into all truth, and 
reveals things to come, thus. virtu- 
ally making Prophets of those who 
have this 5 t; but if the baptism is 
a sham, the one cating having no 
authority, or, in short, if it is con- 
trary to the 7 legitimate pattern 

iven to us of heaven, though it may 

e John’s baptism itself, d ¢. like it 
so far.as immersion is concerned, the 
subject receives no such gift and he 
can not be a prophet because the Holy 
Ghost is not in him. Oh how bean- 
tiful! God will not be mocked by 
sham. ordinances, nor suffer His 
chosen ones to be let astray if they 
but. exercise the heavenly gifts which 
He has placed within the reach of all 
Who desire a bles: ngs His hand. 
Let us understand this gift so that 
we may know what to expect when 


we bare yielded obedience to this 


Tue twelve Ephesians after they | 
were correctly, and Paul 


ds upon them, “spake 


in tongues and prophesied,” Peter 
in giving us an account of the out- 
1 the gifts of the Holy Ghost 
upon the Apostles and those with 
them on the day of Pentecost says, 
this is what the 228 Joel pro- 
dicted: And it shall come to pass 
in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and 
your sons and your daughters shall 
: prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams: and on m 
servants and on my handmaidens 
will pour out in those days of my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy.” 
Acts ii: 16,19. Our Savior, after 
giving the commandment to His 
Apostles to go into all the world 
and preach the Gospel to ever 
creature declared: He that believet 
and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned. 
And these signs shall follow them 
that believe; in my name shall t 
cast out devils; they shall speak wit 
new tongues; they shall take up 
serpents; and ik they drink any 
deadly thing it shall not hurt them; 
we shall lay hands on the sick 
aud they shall recover.” Mark xvi: 


16, 19. | 

41 we now ask the members of 
these many sects who have received 
the 9 of baptism in various 
ways, have you received the Holy 
Ghost since you believed and were 
baptized? Do you and your ministers 
speak in tongues and prophesy? Do 
your young men see visions, and your 
old men dream dreams}. Is the 


Spirit of God poured out upon you 


to that extent that they prophesy? 
Do you cast out devils when any of 
your members are thus afflicted? Do 
you take up poisonous serpents with- 
out receiving any harm from them, as 
Paul did upon the isle of Melita? 
When any of you by accident drink 
“any deadly thing,” do you escape 
merely By your belief without 
being hurt! vou lay hands upon 
the sick when they are in pain and 
distress} and then do they through 
this holy administration recover! 
If the answer will be limited to a 
truthful statement in accordance 


with the facts, will not these members 


| be eompelled to say like the twelve 


‘ 
⁊ꝰ˖ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Ephesians, “We have not so much as. 


heard whether there be any Holy 
Ghost”? 
Who does not know that the world 
does not believe in such things any 
more ; yet according to the words of 
our Savior, Peter, and Paul shall such 
de the case when members have 
received the Holy Ghost through 


obedience to the ordinances of God, 


as we have plainly and distinct] 
shown ; and according to the words 
of Joel shall this take place in the 
last days in which period of the 
world’s history we are now positively 
living. But instead of such a state 
of things what do we find? If any 
one should prophesy he would be 
laughed at and branded as a false 
prophet, stoned, clubbed and per- 
secuted, and perhaps thrown into 
prison or banished from the country 
if he is a foreigner. Dreams; ns we 
once saw printed in large letters in a 
church over the sacristy door as a 
motto, are deceptions, and visions 
‘are regarded as from Satan. The 
speaking of tongues is no more known, 
and scarcely one minister in a thou- 
sand could tell us what it is, to say 
nothing of a lay member. If a man 
is possessed of the devil, he is exam- 
ined by doctors, and pronounced 
insane, after which he is sent to the 
insane asylum, there to be tormented 
by the keepers and Satan, till his body 
t last succumbs to these tortures, and 
e poor victim finally finds rest in 
an untimely grave. 
instead of laying hands on them as 
the Savior commanded, and anointin 
them with oil as the Apostles did, an 
as James in chap. 5, verse 14, com- 
mands, the doctor is sent for, and if 
the patient gets better it is printed in 
the newspapers that may 
know it, in order that the doctor may 


receive the glory and — more money; 


but should he kill him with his medi- 
cine, people declare it was so ordained, 
and no one is to blame, neither could 
any power on earth have helped him. 
If any one has taken poison, as in the 
previous instance, the doctor is sent 
for; if he can not assist him, the un- 
fortunate individual must die, it 


matters not how many bishops, priests. 


or ministers may be standing around. 
If any one is 


any are sick, 


itten by a poisonous 


fall 


ing the truth when 
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he is counseled to fill him- 
of bad whisky or alcohol ; 
if that does not help and the doctor 
knows no other remedy, then the only 
remedy lies in the ve, - no one 
thinks any more in this age of infidel- 
ity and wickedness to rely 3 ve heav- 
enly aid. This is the condition the 
religious sects find themselves in to- 


When Nicodemus visited ‘our Sa- 
vior by night he acknowledged His 
divinity by virtue of the miracles He 
wrought, saying, “Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, except God be with him.” 
(St. John, iii: 2). If then miracl 
visions and- dreams are evidencés o 
the divinity of the religions which 
are established, we can come to but 
one conclusion with respect to them, 
and that is they are not of God, ‘an 
that in one sense they are really tell- 
ey say the heav- 
ens are closed and thut God does not 


manifest Himself to them any more; 


but the reason is, as the R here 
informs us, because they have 
transgressed the laws, changed the 
ordinance, broken the everlasting 


‘covenant. Therefore hath the curse 


devoured the earth and they that dwell — 
therein are desolate. There is acrying 
for wine in the streets: all joy is 
darkened, the mirth of the land is 
gone.” Never was there a more truth- 
prophecy, for never was there such 
a universal cry of distress, such @ wail 
of poverty of the unemployed from 
all parts of the habitable globe, sent 
up to the courts of heaven as at pres- 
ent. And in vain do these poor dis- 
tressed famished hordes plead before 
earthly potentates for help, forgetting 
that the reason of all this is becanse 
they have suffered their ministers to 
change the ordinances of ‘God, ‘and 
have, therefore, closed the ‘heavens ; 
that He can no longer ‘hear en 
and they worship Him in vain, 
cause these ministers are Only teach- 
ing for doctrines the cominandments 
There is but one remedy, and that 
is Py Sellowing the example of these 
12 Ephesians, repent of their ‘sins, 
and be re-baptized ae fully au- 
thorized servant of „ and have 
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hands laid upon them for the gift| The land shall be utterly de Lord 
of the Holy Ghost, which will lead] and utterly spoiled: for the Lor 
them into all truth, and hence reveal | has spoken this word.” — xxiv: see 
them a way out of this dilemma: if whole chapter). None of these gospels 
they do not, “it shall be, as with | therefore can be “the everlasting 
the people, 30 with the iest ; as | gospel” because God does not acknowl- 
with thé servant so with e master; edge their ordinances by the bestowal 
as with the maid so with the mistress; | of this gt d third witness, the gift 
as with the buyer so with the seller; of the Ghost, in consequence 
as with the lender so with the bor- | of which they are left in the dark, 
rower; as with the taker of usury, and are in great distress, 
2 the giver of usury to him. 
[ro BE 


— — — 


THE POWER OF. THE HOLY PEOPLE. 
—0 


— made ond of breaking in pieces the power of the people, 
all these things shall be Auished.”.-(Deniel xii, 7, revised edition.) 


In reading the newspa —— referring | be taken away. This taking away of 
— the Edmunds bills, both the one that the power of the holy people, can only 
now the law as administered in refer to the political power, for it is 

Utah, | and also the one. that is now | easy to understand that after the holy - 
sought to be passed into law, we have | } Priesthood is given to a people, God 
often pondered on the above quotation | only can take it away. 
from the revised version of the Bible, We think that this has been lost 
as published at the Oxford University | sight of at the present time. Perhaps 
this not explain why the some have noticed it, but we have 

law-makers of the American nation are | never seen it mentioned in the present 
80 eager and determined to break the | controversy 4 — the hard laws 
power of the “ Mormons.” Are they that are being passed against the 
not thereby fulfilling this prophecy? | “Mormons.” | 

Wo see: by the references in the old I the making of these laws is the 
version of the Bible, that this passage | fulfilling of this prophecy, then it is 
was eeu to rater to the Jews; but just another of that the time is 


then the of the Jews was broken drawing near for the — of the 
— the oo they have never many prophecies regarding the judg- 
edit. ments out upon 
: 2 this e does not refer to the | the world. 


wa, then to whom does it refer The Saints may rest secure in the 
: Anis says chiar’ when the power is | knowledge that God is watching over 
taken from ‘the ‘holy people, then all | them, and inasmuch as He has said 
the things that he had a ai of shall | that the Kingdom He would set up 
be. fini rann was in the latter days was never to be 
told in his visio | overcome, the Saints may rest secure 
True, we have. other p »phecies that in the faith that God will — 
= Church which is to be set up in whatever man may do. The 

ays will never be over- of these Jaws, we have no dou — 

coms, but then does it follow that if be made by the Lord to answer some 
| power is taken away, that the | wise purpose; perhaps it is all needed 
Church will be overcome? We do not | to try the faith of the Saints. 


ee G. F. H. K. 
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BACKBITING. 


THIS is a very expressive and common term * to a e that has 
in it many of the disagreeable elements of slander, but is of too paltry a 
nature to be designated by that name. It is one of the most offensive and 
least excusable of the petty vices, and the general contempt in which it. is 
held is proven by the earnestness with which every one denies being guilty 
of it. Self-confessed sinners of almost every class and degree may be met 
with, but a frank and unqualified confession of the offense of backbiting is a 
phenbmenon of such rare occurrence that probably few of our readers sal 
call one to mind. 

But if it is difficult to offenders, thers 
in finding victims, and if any of our readers have never experienced annoy- 
ance from this source they are exceedingly fortunate, and their experience is 
exceptional. Probably no suit of armor was ever so well e but 
that some joint in it made it vulnerable to a hostile shaft, and few characters 
are so perfect as not to be affected in some tender part by the ‘weapons of 
the backbiter. The person who never suffered annoyance from backbiting is 
either of so noble a nature as to be above the petty cares of life, or 80 i ign: 
as to be entirely deficient of sensitiveness. Of course there is a isles: class 
of persons who have made such a wise use of life's experiences that 
to allow themselves to be in any wise annoyed or disturbed Pap the 
the backbiter, but this wisdom seldom comes until late in life, and r 
sons can remember the time when their philosophy. 2 
proof against such annoying assaults. 

We are often surprised at the persistence with which the backbiber will 
hunt for the little flaw upon which to direct his sting, and also at the skill 
with which he secures himself from punishment. Such care and. industry i in 
a good cause would not fail to bring about the mo+t satisfactory results. 

But let us not be satisfied with noting this evil of backbiting and decrying 
it, without taking a little time and pains to analyze it and suggest ame 
means for its cure, or at least for a mitigation of its evils. re} 

The practice of backbiting springs from various motives, ‘and the degree of 
its criminality must to a great extent be guaged by them. When the con- 
‘trolling motive is envy or jealousy it is a very bad case, and enn only be 
reached by radical remedies. The unhappy offender“for an ‘enviowd or 
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lieve A should be effected 
| prayer and fasting be necessary to bring it about. 

But we really believe that a very large class of backbiters are such 88 
mere wanton love of 7 which has become so much of a habit with 
them, that to, tell them to refrain from talking would be as useless as to tell 
the song-bird to case singing, or the leopard to change his spots. They must 
talk, or the consequences would be as disastrous as to allow no vent for the 
steam generated in a boiler. Now if you cannot effectually dam up a stream 
of water, it is best to conduct it in such channels that it atleast will do no 
harm. To. apply, this wholesome rule to the backbiters who are such from 
an uncontrollable desire to talk about their neighbors, we would say, talk 
away to your heart's content, but change the manner of your speech. Instead 
of busily: searching out your neighbor's faults and failings for subjects of 
conversation, apply the same industry and research to the discovery of their 
good qualities. Just try this plan, if only for the novelty of the thing. Even 
if your conversation in this regard should take on the hue of exaggeration 
which is so, common a failing with those who “ must talk,” you will have 
the advantage of knowing that your failing “leans to virtue’s side,” whieh is 
far preferable to leaning on the other side, as it certainly does when you 
magnily Jour neighbor’s: faults. No one can plead inability to adopt this 
advice. We ay; feel unable. to utter uproot a habit, but we can easily 
change. its direction, and if we would change the direction of the habit of 
talking of our neighbor's faults to that of talking of their good qualities, the 
blessings resulting from the change would soon recompense us for the little 
effort, it would cost us, We are now often astonished at the amount of ill 
that can be said of a man of average virtue and purity of life; we would then 
goon. bo astaniahed at the amount of good that could truthfully be said of him. 
i Tha ady es resulting from such a course are too numerous to discuss 
in detail, and may safely be left to the imagination of our readers. Many an 
‘erring one who is now bardened by having, not only his real weaknesses, but 
many imaginarꝝ ones, drilled and paraded before the world by 8 
would be stimulated to the practice of greater virtues by knowing that his 
neighbors were noticing and talking about his lesser ones. In blessing others 
we always bless ourselves, and the whole sum of human. happiness would be 
greathy,inereased by such Kühe ſrom the present habit, * backbiting 
our.neighbors, 


Backbiting is not ‘restricted. to ‘sex, oak. we protest aguinst the common 
falacy that it flourishes and finds its most congenial field among the female 
portion of the community. The picture that personifies backbiting as an 
aged lady in cap aed spectacles, witha cap of atrong tea in one hand, and the 
other waised. in a deprecating manner, as though protesting against the painful 
nocppsity vf retailing, the unkind gossip, is a gross and unjust caricature. 
Inasmueh, however, as the practice of backbitiag is so popularly associated 
with the habit of drinking tea, it xould perhaps be the safer plan to give up 
the letter habit, that we: srs avoid all possible danger of imbibing the for- 
mer. The moet careful and thorongh analysis has failed to en 
ol backbiting in a whole barrel of pure cold water. 
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There: are some people conscientious enough to refrain from packbititig, 
who, nevertheless, enjoy the conversation of those given to this ‘weakness, 
They do not prepare the feast, but they swallow the viands with a reliah. 
They are good listeners, and by their encouragement in this way’ they are 
partially responsible for the mischief done. Depend upon it,’ if there were no 
listeners there would be fewer tattlers. We once knew a man who had hung 
up in his sitting room a card on which was prettily worked the quaint old 
motto, commonly called the “ Mormon” creed, “ Mind your own’ business.” 
When any of his family, friends or neighbors ventured to indulge in unkind 
reflections upon others, and started upon a backbiting discussion, he would 
gently and pleasantly call their attention to the card, making some remark as 
to its color, design, etc. The effect, sometimes, would be curious. To have 
those homely and emphatic words suddenly stare one in the eyes just as he 
or she was commencing a pleasant little story of petty scandal, would: be too 
much for the equanimity of the most confirmed backbiter, and blushes and a 
sudden ominous silence would plainly tell that the gentle hint was taken. 

The power of backbiters for evil would be materially lessened if those sub- 
ject to their attacks would attach less importance to them, and treat them 
with that contemptuous silence they deserve. The best defensé we can 
offer against calumny is to live beyond its reproach. Some people feel con- 
tinually called upon to defend their characters and waste a great portion of 
their time in seeking to meet and refute every aspersion that is made upon 
them. Now life is too short and valuable to be spent in such an unprofitable 
and foolish manner. The character that takes one’s whole time to defend is 
seldom worth the trouble of defending. A good character is its own best 
defense, and it is wonderful, even in this wicked world, how much more a 
man is judged by what he does than by what is said of him. At least this is 

the case with those sensible people whose good opinion is worth having. ‘It 
is true that people who do not know us may be led to misjudge us by scandal- 
ous reports, but this is an evil that the best people on earth have had to 
endure, and we cannot hope to wholly escape it. We can afford to let time 
vindicate us. Time is an impartial leveler. It gradually strips us of every 
adventitious aid with which we may have unjustly propped ourselves up, and 
removes from us every incubus that prejudice, malice and scandal may have 
used to weight us down, and leaves us fairly standing upon that foundation 
we have builded for ourselves. There isa day awaiting humanity when we 
will be as little affected by the evil that has been unjustly spoken of us by 
enemies, as by the good that has been unduly placed to our credit by the 
partiality of friends. 0. 0. 


Tm Fner Guion S. S. Nevada sailed from Livéepolt toe 
New York on Saturday, April 17th, with 179 emigrating Saints. Of these 
89 were from Scandinavia, one from Switzerland, and the rest from Great 
Britain. There were included in the company 17 returning missionaries. 
Just before starting President Wells addressed the company, and organized 
them with Elder E. T. Woolley as President, and Elders C. J. Stromberg and 
J. L. McMurrin as his counselors, May God’s blessing attend man on re 

journey to Zion. 
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Ader Nichols, ‘who is in Brighton, 
writes to us under date of April 5, 1886: 

“At our last Conference in London, I was pears to oe Elder 
Bodell in the Brighton District. Since arriving here I have visited, in com- 
pany with Elder Paxman, nearly all the Saints under my watéhoare;! and I 
find the majority of them doing all they can for the forwarding of = great 
latter-day work, considering their limited means.” 

TreLanp.—Elder E. 15 Gade writing from Belfast, under date of Apri 6, 
1886, says: 

“Tt gives me great plewnte: to be able to say that I am enjoying good 
health and feeling happy and contented here laboring for such a noble cause. 
I hope soon to be able to introduce the Gospel to quite a number of my 
relatives in Belfast, who have as yet not had the privilege of hearing it. The 
Branch will be somewhat weakened when the boat sails for Zion, but nothing 
that we know of stands between us and a good summer's work. The hearts 
of the generality. of the people in Ballyclare and vicinity seem to get harder 
and harder. It is almost impossible to get access to preach to any of them. 
Still I have some hopes of baptizing two before long” 

President T. F. H. Norton writes us as follows 
under date of April 9, 1886: 

“T and the Traveling Elders are feeling first rate now thata eri are Pn 
forward and obeying the ordinances of the Gospel. Two were baptized by 
Brother C. D. Goaslind last week in the Spennymoor Branch; three by 
Brother Thomas Butterfield, in the Pelton Branch and, last evening, one by 
your humble servant, in the Sunderland Branch. Although the fruits of our 
winter's labors seem but few, yet we rejoice together and give honor and 
praise to our Heavenly Father. We sincerely hope that those who have 
already rendered obedience to the plan of salvation are but the commencement 
of a more abundant harvest of souls which will be reaped within the coming 
pleasant summer's season, ag many seem favorably. impressed with the 
doctrines we teach. The Saints in this locality are feeling well in the work 
of God; and with the exception of a few cases of bronchitis general good 
health prevails. The usual wut! of work continues and, as a consequence, 
hard times.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


EMIGRATION MATPERS— INTERESTING of our emigration this year 
| TESTIM will probably go by the Denver and 
New ‘Mareh ‘97th, 1686, Rio Grande, most likely the 2nd 
President Daniel H. Wella.’ and 4th companies; the others will 
Dear Brother Vou learned through | probably go by the Ben lvania from 

: my cable message that I was again ‘in 2 York to Chicago, thence by the 
the field, and ready to — orders | O St. Paul, 
in relation to the emigration busi iness. and the U raat 4 


* 
* 


On the 22nd inst. in company with 
Elder Samuel Harrison, of Philadel- 
hia, I paid Leonard Soby a visit. 
s remembered you with much inter- 
est, and your labors for the Church 
while he lived in Nauvoo, and while 
be were nominally in the outer court, 
ut using your influence and battling 
for the rights and liberties of the 
Prophet Joseph and his faithful fol- 
lowers. He seemed much pleased to 


hear of your welfare and 1 


and was anxious that you shou 
know bis feelings of regard for you 
and for the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, from which he 
has been separated for so many 1 
He left, as you know with 
Rigdon, soon after the martyrdom of 


the Prophet Joseph and his brother 


nard Soby was mentioned by 
the late Thomas Grover in his testi- 
mony concerning the High Council 
in Nauvoo, as one who, on hearing 
the Revelation on Celestial Marriage 
read in said Council by Elder Hyram 
Smith, had rejected it. On learning 
this Joseph Smith, the leader of the 
so-called * Church, sent 
one Elder Gurley, a lawyer and a 
member of said church, to procure 
from Mr. Leonard Soby his affidavit 
that no such revelation was read to 
him and said High Council; and 
that no such revelation was given by 
the Prophet Joseph Smith; but ac- 
cording to bis best knowledge and 
belief must have originated with 
Brighep Young. | 

r. Soby is now 78 years of age, a 
well-to-do merchant in Beverly, Bur- 
lingtun County, New Jeiséy, and is 
much esteemed by his fellow citizens 


as a mau of truth, honor and integrity. | M»reb, 1886. 
He feels a pride in the remarks of his; Wit 
Soby says | truly, 


neighbors, that what Mr. 
they know is the truth. 


dney | 
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Mr. Gurley asked | 
pre 


by the Patriarch Hyrum 


him to ~ the 

affidavit he pores, denying the 
divine authority of the aforesaid reve- 
lation, and. was refused, but told that 
if he (Gurley) would prepare an affi- 
davit to the effect that he was a mem- 
ber of the High Council in Nauvoo in 
1843, and heard the ‘revelation read 
that it ived b 
at it was received by the E 
Joseph Smith, and read Sine i gh 
Council by his authority as a 
tion to the Church of Jesus Ohriat of 
Latter-day Saints, that he would ign 
n affidavit to that effect. When Mr. 

urley heard this, said Leonard 
Soby, he struck his hand on that slab 
and exclaimed, “My God, is that 
true?” and appeared completely 
shocked. He prepared an ‘affidavit, 
however, to agree with facta set forth 
by the ex-High Councillor, which was 
duly signed and sealed by. Leonard 
Soby, and attested: by Joshua W. 
Roberts, Notary Public, Beverly, New 
Jersey. This was about two years 
ago. Elder Gurley, it is ‘said; ‘has 
abandoned the Josephite fraud, but 
the affidavit has not np to this time 
been made public, It might let all 
the gas out of the Josephite wind bag 
you know. So the concern ‘may b 
complimented for su hg, 80 im- 
portant a document; for if said affi- 
davit be true, then the faith of said 
Church is a fraud and a snare and 
will lead its votaries to we 
In the interest of truth and justi 
I prepared an affidavit in the store 0 
your old friend, Leonard Soby, who, 
ufter hearing it read carefully, duly 
signed it, und was duly worn by the 
Notary Public, who ‘affixed: thereto 
his notarial seal, ou the 23rd day of 


kind regards, I am yours very 


h 


James H. Hart. 


IN THE LAND OF THE PYRAMIDS. 


0,108. /peming 


the day before the island of 


Dear Brother,—On the 20th inst. sents more the appearance of 
we boarded the steamer at Pirseus, in European than of an Oriental city. 
Greece, for Alexandria, where we ar- The effects of the bombardment by 
rived early on the morning of the 22d, | the English in 1882, are still observed 
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in the ruins which of the princi- 
pal abe of the city present. However, 
much has been restored, ‘and man 
elegant buildings have taken the pluce 
of some that were less imposing. 
The present Khedive manifests m 
affinity for his Arabian and Fe 
subjects than his father, who was 
almost completely given over to the 
influe Europeans, On the way 
from Alexandria here, one may ob- 
serve much of the system of farming 
carried on id this country. It is often 
said that Egypt is the 0 t of the Nil 
and doubtless the fertility of the lan 
is dependent upon its yearly overflow; 
but the manner in ‘which ‘the soil is 
here cultivated, shows that the gift 
is noß 50 bounteous as to exempt the 
farmer from the more than usual la- 
bors which’ attend the same occupa- 
tions in other parts of the earth. 


necessary, and as the 
land is inundated every year, canals 
cannot be employed as in Utah, and 
the situation of the land is such as 
requires the natives to elevate the wa- 
ter by means of a’ bucket, a screw, a 
wheel, or what is rare an engine 
Many of the farmers here draw ‘in 
buckets water sufficient to irrigate 
their lands, and from the employment 
of the farmer as observed along the 
way it would appear that more than 
nine-tenths of the work consisted of 
ate A the grain is not so rank 
as with us; indeed I have never seen 
such grain fields anywhere as those in 
Utah; though I have often thought 
when looking at the richest of lands 
triflingly cultivated, what would such 
soil yield if ‘‘Mormons” were in 
possession of it. For the last few da 

we have been visiting places once the 
seat of the most flourishing ancient 


tbat the place to 
ness in the wor at the place 
ddentical 


which he ig Teas 

. thee lical hero was in- 
‘carcerated. Oircumstances and the 
the so-called prison u 


the guide to enthuse the traveler, and 


Bedouins, anxious to render their 
t it helps 
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extract from him the accustomed 
backshish which is understood in this 
country as tip money, or a present 
which the nutives expect from strang- 
ers. It is also a sort of official pur- 
chase money on the Orient, and influ- 
ences all ranks from the Sultan down 
in a most remarkable manner. From 
the citadel we wended our way to the 
Gama-ibn Tulun,a mosque constructed 
in imitation of the Caaba at Mecca. 
The Arabs say that this is the place 
where Abrabam offered up a. ram, 
instead of Ishmael (not Isaac). Fur- 
| eed southwest is the Gama — the 

est mosque in Egypt, erected in 
643 a. D. The old 1 showed 
us around and pointed out to us the 
column which he said Omar in Mecca 
first lashed with a whip, and then 
struck with the flat his hand, 
whereupon it tore itself from the 
und, flew through the air from 
fecca to Cairo, and planted itself in 
front of the Xtbia, where we had the 
| privilegeof seeing it. In confirmation 
of his story this devoted believer in 
Islamism showed us the mark of the 
whip and the impress of Omar’s hand. 
We were further shown near the 
entrance, two pillars between which 
it is said all faithful Mohammedans 
can push themselves, My friend and 
J instantly surveyed each other and 
shook our heads. Our corpulency 
would exclude us from all hope in 
such a test. It was now sunset, and 
we were not only tired but a long way 
from our hotel. We were met, how- 
ever, near the gate by two boys who 
offered us a cheap ride. We felt at 
first a little ashamed of ourselves for 
thinking even of mounting such 


— 


tiny creatures. Any kind of a ride 


would have been welcome at that 
moment, so we were on and away; 
but my companion on this miniature 
progenitor of the male species, with 
his feet about the ground, 
looked so sidiculously funny, that 1 


located. wanted to get off and throw stones at 


him. ‘The next morning early we 
each had an ese/ and were off to see the 
great pyramid of Cheops. Lon 
before we reached it we were met 


services in saconding it, apd in yigit- 


ing the interior. 0 a 
aThe 


a in a hold of each 
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Egyptian civilization, -On the 25th 
inst. we ascended the citadel near 
Cairo, where the beautiful mosque of : 
the wells or prison of Joseph is: : 
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guides like to sit down often on the 


way up, (and we enjoyed a rest occa- 
— 14 ourselves) in order to urge 
their man to buy an ancient coin, or 


to induce him to give them a backshish 
which they expect in addition to their, 
regular pay. ‘They are not masters of 
the English language, but they can 
enerally make us understand what 
ey mean. They tell the traveler all 
sorts of nice things to make him lib- 
éral, They soon learned that we were 
„ Malicaus“ (Americans) and told 
us how smart the“ Malican folks“ 
were; how thick“ their heads“ 
were; what very hard heads“ they 
thought we had, etc. From the 
pyramid the desert spreads itself 
fore the view in the west, and the 
reen valley of the Nile in the east. 
k course we had to step off the 
pyramid to satisfy ourselves about 
the size; and have concluded that 
what has been written, about the 
size, the erection, and proportion of 
this mammoth structure—one of the 
seven wonders of the world—must be 
0. One thing that excites the aston- 
ishment of strangers in this land is 
the Arab boy, who hires out his don- 
key, and with stick in his hand follows 
him on the gallop for miles; but these 
boys have feet, like the pyramids, 
noted for the ground they cover. The 
Tomb of Campbell, the granite Tem- 
pie, the Sphinx, and the Tomb of 
umber are located near the Great 
Pyramid, from the top of which about 
twenty can be seen along the desert line 
extending south. On the 27th inst. we 
visited Old Memphis, and from there 
Sakkara, where the Tomb of the 
Bullocks and the Temple of Ti attract 
the stranger. From Cairo we went 
by train to Bedraschin. Here were a 
hundred boys in the greatest excite- 
ment yelling out, “Donkeys! you 
want a donkey?” We had takena 
3 the day before, and for physio- 
logical reasons concluded to take it 
afoot this time. Our interpreter had 
never been in these parts; but 
hoped to reach the objects of interes 
to us by inquiring of the natives. 
When we left the Step Pyramid going 
into the desert, we lost ourselves for 


— 


mem 
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which was nearly blinding in its effects, 
and the interpreter lost our dinner. 
Our little experience. tole . hat a 
sand storm must be out in the desert. 

It was not long before we found the 
Mariette House, which was used while 
the excavations were going on, and 
where the Bedouin guides now gta - 
tion themselves to show the tourists 


into the Temple of a and the Tombs 
of the Bullocks. Following us, three 


excursion parties came up and aprei 

out their lunches which they seemed 
to enjoy immensely ; but in one of 
the parties there were two kind- 
hearted English ladies who, so char- 
acteristic of their sex, soon took in 
the situation and offered us some. of 
their lunch, of which they claimed 
to have an abundance, We affected 
to be not very hungry ; but what lit- 
tle hunger we had soon smashed. in 
our mo nd and we enjoyed the 
Ear wit! the others. ‘On our way 
back we visited the places where the 
excavations on the site of Old Mem- 
phis had been made. Yesterday, in 
the Schubra-Allee, where the high 


life of Cairo is exhibited on Sunday 
afternoons, where the women, of the 
harem accompanied by their eunuchs, 
take their drives where the Arab rides 
his camel, and the Fellah his donkey 
and where the oddities. of Oriental 
civilization mix with the gaieties ‘of 
European life, we had the honor of 
lifting our hats to the Khedive, a.large 
handsome man, and son of Ismail 
Pasha. The Fellahs, or.descendants 
of the old Coptic race are 2 
state, and seem little inclined to 
better their condition. Their villages 
are not more attractive than those of 
the American Indians. The weather 
has been a little cool since we have 
been in Cairo, otherwise it bas been 
all that we could desire since we left 


Constantinople 
M. Lyman, Ir., sends 


Brother | 
kind regards. ive desire to be, re- 


bered to in the 


44 


‘What is our duty to do we must do, 
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UTAH N WS. 
( Summarized from Territorial Papers.) 


There are. many aspirants for the vacant governorship of Utah. 


A Gypey,fortune.teller has been fined $30 in the Ogden police court for 
swindling practices. 

The Anti-“Mormons” of Salt Lake have sent a lawyer named Baskin to 
Washington, to work in their interests. 

Bishop J ohn Parker, of Virgin City, well and 
Utah Territory, died at his home on the 24th ult. 

It is now settled that the base of Lorenzo Snow will be dent about the 
last of April, it having ‘been advanced on the calendar of the United States 
Supreme Court. 

James Trihay, who was permanently disabled in the Brooklyn mine, Bing- 
ham, by a rock falling on his back, has been awarded $5,000 damages in the 
Third District Court of Utah, 

Sister Marinda Hyde, the aged wife of the leis 2 9 Hyde, died 
in Salt Lake City on the 24th ult. She was baptized in n — and was 
a woman of most excellent character and highly respected. 

Governor Murrays removal has been: deeply deplored by the anti- Mor- 
mons” and a meeting has been held by them in which his hustile attitude and 
course towards the great ‘majority of the me of Utah were highly 
approved. 

Charles A. Mace, while out He on tue range a short time ago, sheik six 
miles from Fillmore, had his leg broken in three places He was left helpless 


and alone; until he was found early the next morning by his brother, who, 
with a party of friends, was looking for him. He had been e fifteen 


hours: before receiving the attention of a doctor. 


Reuben A. Mehride, charged with murder in the first degree, has baen 
: admitted to bail in the sum of $10,000: by Judge Powers, President George 

Cannon, when charged with miademeanor in living with his wives, was 
required to furnish bail to the amount of 845,000. Truly the ways of ere 
in Utah, just now, are curious and past finding out. 


In 1884, before the reduction i in postage rates took place, the Salt Lake 
post office netted to the government $20,000 over and above all expenses; the 
cut to two cents for letters, and the reduction in newspaper rates and money 
orders have reduced the profits. somewhat,. but the gross receipts for 1885 were 
$40,000. . On an average — each and 


Meetings of the wilt be 
held in the Good Templars’ Hall, North Gate, Blackburn, on Sunday, April 
25, 2-30 and 7 pm. President Daniel 
H. Wells will be present 
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